COPPEROPOLIS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
370 MAIN STREET Copperopolis, CA  95228 209 785-2393 – FAX 209 785-2423
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
September 10, 2026
6:30 P.M.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Director John Maness, Director Joe Peery, Director James Valencia, Director Richard McCarty, Director Steve Marks
CONCERNING PUBLIC COMMENT
The Board of Directors offers the public to speak to specific agenda items during the time the agenda item is discussed by the Board. The Board also allows the opportunity for the public to speak on non-agenda items during “public comments” prior to the conclusion of the meeting. Comments are limited to five minutes per individual and five minutes for speakers representing an organization.  The Board may not make any decision related to non-agenized items until the next Board meeting.
                
Regular Meeting Minutes
Pledge of Allegiance
	
I. Call To Order – Roll Call 6:28 pm
Directors Present: Maness, Peery, Valencia, McCarty
Absent: Marks
               Administrative staff present: Fire Chief Scott Hertzog, Molly Soulier
	  Guests: Debbie Acker


   II. Consent Calendar – Discussion/Action
A. Monthly Activity Reports – August 2026
B. Minutes Regular Board Meeting- August 13th, 2026
Motion to approve item A and B
Motion: Peery, McCarty
	    	 Ayes (4) Noes (0) Absent (1) 

   III. Correspondence 
  None

   IV. Comments/Questions
A. Board Members
B. Copperopolis Volunteer Fire Association
C. Citizen Emergency Response Team

None

   V.     Public Comment 
A member of the public expressed concern about the continued increase in fire insurance premiums and asked whether discounts may be available for having a fire hydrant located on her property. 

 VI.   Administrative Report
A. Fire Chief 
The Chief requested a moment of silence in recognition of the 25th anniversary of September 11, 2001. The Chief then reported that the County finalized the district’s prior-year budget actuals, with a full report to be presented at the next meeting. Changes to Proposition 172 and TOT funding will result in an estimated $40,000 loss in anticipated District revenue, although the outcome was better than initially expected. The Chief cautioned that funding may be at risk again next year. All fleet vehicles are operational, and OES 388 will be used more regularly to reduce wear on other apparatus and familiarize crews with the vehicle.
The district lost several reserves to CAL FIRE, and Firefighter Ryan Carey is leaving for Fresno County Fire. Fourteen candidates were interviewed, with a conditional offer extended to the highest-ranked candidate. Additional interviews will be conducted to finalize the rankings of the next two candidates. Reserve Firefighter Jack Kjeldgaard is returning from leave, and new Firefighter Ryan Duburg is joining the district. Training continues in wildland firefighting and will transition toward structural firefighting and vehicle extrication. The Chief thanked Firewise participants and community members, particularly Chris Duran and Brian, for advocating for local fire services.
All major grant applications have been submitted, and the district continues to pursue micro-grants. The ambulance-replacement project remains in progress pending a third quote. The district is also transitioning to Bluebeam for shared electronic plan review with the County at an annual cost of approximately $440. The Chief and Drake will attend training next week.
Version 3 of the Strategic Plan has been completed and will be distributed to staff, committee members, and participating members of the public for final feedback before presentation at the October Board meeting. The Chief also requested a special meeting on September 24, 2026, to adopt the final budget before the end-of-month deadline. Director Marks is expected to be absent, and the Board generally agreed to schedule the meeting.

  VII. New Business
	None

VIII. Closed Session/Post Session
A.  Closed Session to Discuss Public Employee Salaries, Salary Schedules, or Fringe Benefits of its 
Employees and any Other Matter Within the Statutorily Provided Scope of Representation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6(a).
Closed Session commenced 6:44 pm
Closed Session adjournment 6:55 pm
No action taken.


 IX. Adjournment Regular Meeting- 6:41 p.m. 
				Respectfully Submitted, Molly Souiler, Board Clerk


   
